TITLE: PERSEVERANCE

The Bible tells us in Hebrews 10:36 that we need to persevere so that when we have done the will of God, we will receive what he has promised. 
God has a specific plan, purpose or promise for each and every one of us. He tells us very clearly “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” When God speaks of prosperity he is not just referring to finances or money. God is saying that it is his very desire that every aspect of our lives: our health, our businesses, our jobs, our studies, our relationships will be in the best shape that it could be and when God says something, he means it. When God promises something, he will fulfill it. It is in his very nature to do what he says he will do and to give what he says he will give. The Scripture tells us that He who promised is faithful. He is true to his promises. He does not lie. He does not take back what he says. 

When God said to the Israelites, “I will bring you to a land flowing with milk and honey and I will give it to you.” He was not joking. He did bring them to the Promised Land and was giving it to them

I believe each one of us has his very own Promised Land from God. I’m not talking about a literal land that we walk on or where plants grow. I’m talking about you being healed from your sickness. That can be your Promised Land. How about your business making more income? That is every businessman’s Promised Land. Or for some of us, their Promised Land is getting a promotion. For students, it could be doing an excellent job in their studies. For others, it may be a restoration of relationships or even finding one. How about having all your debts paid in full? That could be the Promised Land for many of us here. 
God has every intention to give us our “Promised Land.” All we have to do is to take it. However, some of us may complain why God is holding back his Promised Land from us. You’ve been waiting too long. You’ve been praying too many times. Still, nothing happens. Let me ask you; is God really the one holding it back from you? Or are you the one holding yourself back from getting it?
In the case of the Israelites, the Promised Land is right before their very eyes. But, of the 603,350 men (not including the women and children) who were counted on the census, only Joshua, Caleb and all those who were below 20 years old (their number unspecified) at that time were the only ones to enter the Promised Land – after forty years. What happened there?
If you open your Bibles with me in Numbers 13:1-20, here we see God commanding Moses to send twelve men to explore the Promised Land. One leader from each tribe of Israel. In verses 21-25, the twelve men explored the land for forty days. They have seen that the land was indeed flowing with milk and honey in a sense that it is very fertile. So fertile in fact that it takes two men to carry a cluster of grapes (a single grape is probably the size of a melon).
When God sent those men to explore the land, he expected them to be encouraged with what they see. That it will boost up their confidence. Of the twelve men that did the exploration, ten of them were not able to see the brighter side of the picture.
Here are their statements:

	The others
	

	The people who live there are powerful 13:28
	

	The cities are fortified 13:28
	

	We can’t attack those people 13:31
	

	They are stronger than we are 13:31
	

	The land devours those living in it 13:32
	

	We seemed like grasshoppers 13:33
	

	
	


Wait a minute, these were the same men who witnessed the ten plaques in Egypt, the dividing of the Red Sea, the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of cloud by night, the glory of God on Mt. Sinai, the miraculous provision of manna and quails and many other miracles.
Some of us may say those men lacked faith or they are too fearful. That is true. But if we try to see things in their perspective, there’s a deeper issue involved. These people were just days out of 400 years of slavery. Within those 400 years they’ve developed a “slave mentality.” A mentality of negativism, defeat and failure.
Is it possible that even though we have been set free by God from our sins we would still have a certain amount of “slave mentality” in us? If we look at the case of the Israelites, the answer is yes, it is possible.
Is there an area of your life with which you’ve declared defeat before you even tried conquering it or maybe you’ve tried conquering it but gave up? Let me give you some examples: 

a) You won’t share to your friend about Jesus Christ because either you’re too embarrassed or you think there’s no chance that he/she will listen to you.

b) You expect that your business will slowly lose income because of the economic crisis that we are experiencing.

c) You believe that you will no longer be healed from your sickness because the doctor says so.
d) You no longer pray because nothing seems good to come out of it.
e) You no longer speak to the person who has hurt you because chances of reconciliation are slim.

f) You borrow money more than your capacity to pay because it is your only solution to a financial crisis. I’d like to stick with the money issue for a while because I believe many of us in here need an answer to financial crisis. Jesus tells us that we cannot serve both God and money. In other words he is saying that we either trust God or we trust money. I’m not saying that if you have a debt then you’re a bad a person or you don’t trust God. Same goes with the previous examples. I believe many of us here have loans to pay and that’s absolutely fine. What worries me is when borrowing money becomes a habit. Or like I’ve said earlier, you borrow more than your capacity to pay. Or your solution to debt is more debt. Proverbs 22:7 says “the borrower is slave to the lender.”
Some of us in here may say that I don’t know what you’re going through or I may never understand the situation you’re in right now. Friends, it is never my intention throw stones at anybody, but you’re right. I don’t know what you’re going through and I may never understand your situation but this I do know; we all need to be freed from this mentality. Unless we break this mentality, it would take us too long to reach our Promised Land or worse, we may never even get there. Yes, we are still saved and forgiven of our sins. Yes, we will still go to heaven. But we would have denied ourselves of living out our purpose here on earth.
What’s worse about having a “slave mentality” is the tendency to infect others with it. In Numbers 13:32, those ten men spread a bad report about the land and many believed them to the point of rebellion. Those ten and the ones who believed them never got the chance to enjoy the land that should have been theirs.
Church, it is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Whoever the Son sets free is free indeed. No person in his right mind would wear handcuffs when he is out of the prison. What’s worse than wearing visible handcuffs is wearing invisible handcuffs. If God can set you free from your sins he is very much able to free you from whatever you’re struggling in right now. Whatever form of “slave mentality” you may have right now, you need to be transformed by the renewing of your mind; a renovation or reconstruction of how you perceive things. Unless you do that you cannot live your life to the extent that you should have.
Some of us may say that if God would only show us miracles like in the days of Moses then maybe we would have more faith right now just like Joshua and Caleb had. Do miracles really guarantee faithfulness in the Lord? I don’t think so. The Israelites witnessed miracle after miracle during the Exodus. They have seen the power of God at work day and night on their way to the Promised Land and yet they could not trust him who is able to fill in for their incapacities. They could not trust God to tear those walls apart. They could not trust God to drive out those giants living in the Promised Land. They could not trust God who can break the barriers of impossibilities. That is not faith, but this one is: miracles or no miracles, we would trust God that He is able to bring us to where we should be because he who begun a good work in us will carry it on to completion (through us). 
God’s desire is that we don’t end up just staring at our Promised Land; or allowing our hopes and dreams to remain hopes and dreams. God has every intention that our hopes and dreams become a reality; that we enter our Promised Land. But unless we take a step of faith then we’re getting nowhere. The only way to get there is to move forward with the assurance that God will never leave us nor forsake us.
So instead of focusing on what we cannot do let us start focusing on what God can do.

	The ten
	Joshua and Caleb

	The people who live there are powerful 13:28
	The Lord is with us 14:9

	The cities are fortified 13:28
	Their protection is gone 14:9

	We can’t attack those people 13:31
	We can certainly do it 13:30

	They are stronger than we are 13:31
	Do not be afraid of them 14:9

	The land devours those living in it 13:32
	The land is exceedingly good 14:7

	We seemed like grasshoppers 13:33
	We will swallow them up 14:9

	
	


There’s another mindset that I need to bring up. In Numbers 14:3 they began to wonder if it was a mistake leaving Egypt. They asked…
	The ten
	Joshua and Caleb

	The people who live there are powerful 13:28
	The Lord is with us 14:9

	The cities are fortified 13:28
	Their protection is gone 14:9

	We can’t attack those people 13:31
	We can certainly do it 13:30

	They are stronger than we are 13:31
	Do not be afraid of them 14:9

	The land devours those living in it 13:32
	The land is exceedingly good 14:7

	We seemed like grasshoppers 13:33
	We will swallow them up 14:9

	Wouldn’t it be better to go back to Egypt? 14:3
	


In other words, they were thinking of the “good old days” in Egypt. Here we can see that not only have they developed a “slave mentality” but they have also developed “stiff-neckedness”. They became stubborn. They resisted the Holy Spirit. All those times that God was doing miracles up front, most of them were looking behind. All those times that God was leading them to what’s best; most of them wished they could have settled for what was good. For most Israelites, Egypt was a land good enough for them. But God wanted to give them the best and only Joshua and Caleb were able to recognize that.
	The ten
	Joshua and Caleb

	The people who live there are powerful 13:28
	The Lord is with us 14:9

	The cities are fortified 13:28
	Their protection is gone 14:9

	We can’t attack those people 13:31
	We can certainly do it 13:30

	They are stronger than we are 13:31
	Do not be afraid of them 14:9

	The land devours those living in it 13:32
	The land is exceedingly good 14:7

	We seemed like grasshoppers 13:33
	We will swallow them up 14:9

	Wouldn’t it be better to go back to Egypt? 14:3
	We should go up and possess the land 13:30


Was there a time in your life where you thought that your old life was easier than your new one; that things were much better before you accepted Jesus Christ in your life? God understands your apprehensions and your fears. Having those kinds of thoughts doesn’t necessarily make you a bad person. The problem only starts when you’re having those thoughts quite too often to the point that you’re no longer seeing the best that God has in store for you. It’s a picture of an actual stiff-neck. And when you’re no longer seeing the bright future that God has prepared you lose hope, your faith fades away and you no longer see any reason to move forward. So you end up settling for what is common when you should have been enjoying what is extravagant. Friends, stop looking at what is behind you. That’s old, you don’t need that anymore. Forget about it. The old is gone but the new has come. God is about to do a new thing in our lives but he cannot do that unless we turn our heads forward and see him at work. 
The Bible tells us in Proverbs 29:1 that a man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed – without remedy. If you recognize yourself having a symptom of “stiff-neckedness” you need to circumcise your heart while it’s still early. Circumcision of the heart means the cutting off of your evil affections - the removal of all attachments to the flesh. Unless they are cut off those affections or attachments will keep deceiving you that what is behind you is better than what is ahead of you. We can’t live our lives backwards. Let us be like Joshua and Caleb that even though faced with challenges of giant proportions, going back is not option because God is on their side.
But as we all know, that account in the book of Numbers didn’t turn out the way it should have. The unbelief of many resulted in a 40-year delay of entering the Promised Land. This is where the actual message begins. All those things that I’ve shared with you were just an introduction. My message for today is really about Perseverance but all this time I’ve been talking about faith. You may ask, “Why?” I strongly believe that unless faith is properly understood then there is no point in discussing perseverance because perseverance is “being constant in that faith.” Faith is the driving force of perseverance. We need to have faith first before we can persevere in that faith.
A good picture of perseverance can be seen in the lives of Joshua and Caleb. Even though they took part in the 40-year delay despite their display of faith in the Lord, never in the entire Bible have I read them complaining. Their hearts never went bitter towards God. They never backslid. They never doubted God’s promise of bringing the two of them inside the Promised Land. All those 40 years they managed to keep their faith. That’s perseverance. Keeping your faith intact amidst injustice, delays, struggles, hindrances, problems, etc, etc.
When we do our part, God will also do his. For forty years, God kept Joshua and Caleb alive just so he could fulfill his promise. Caleb was eighty-years old when he entered the Promised Land and at eighty-five he claimed Hebron, a land given to him by God as a gift for his wholehearted devotion. When we hold on to our faith, God can hold back death from our lives just so he could fulfill his promise to us. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
This Sunday, we would once again partake of the communion. The Bible tells us that anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. In other translations: If you fail to understand that you are the body of the Lord, you will condemn yourselves by the way you eat and drink. Before we partake of the communion, please understand two things: First, you must be a part of the body of the Lord. If you have come here for the first time, God wants you to be a part of his body; a part of his family. All you need to do is say a simple prayer. Ask God to forgive you of your sins. Make a commitment not to sin again. And make Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. You could do that right now even as I continue to speak and as the ushers prepare. Secondly, God desires that every part of his body is healthy. If you recognize yourself as having a “slave mindset” or “stiff-neckedness” or anything in you that is displeasing to the Lord, cast it off of you. You don’t need that. Unless you do that, not only will you be delaying the fulfillment of God’s promises in your life but you may also be delaying the fulfillment of God’s promises to the church which is his body. Look at Joshua and Caleb; they took part in the delay because of the unbelief of others. It is God’s desire that we enter the Promised Land… together. But in order to do that, all of must trust him that he is able to get us there no matter what obstacles we may face. So I say again, put your faith in God and persevere in that faith. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.
COMMUNION:
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me."In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

